
Eastwood Baptist (AM, 13/8/’17)  THE ATTITUDE OF CHRIST JESUS 
(Philippians 2:1-11)

Introduction This morning we have come to the second chapter of 
Philippians, and to a wonderful passage of Scripture. We began our 
worship this morning with the end of the passage, which is the climax of 
six verses which focus on Jesus. These verses declare who Jesus is, and 
what he has done for us, and tell us why God the Father has given him the
name that is above every name. These six verses constitute one of the 
most powerful statements about Jesus in the whole Bible. But they are 
closely connected with something else – they arise from and provide the 
basis for Paul’s exhortation of the Philippians to have the kind of attitude 
appropriate to Christians, an attitude just like that of Jesus Christ.

Paul’s Exhortation Paul earnestly desires that the Christians of Philippi 
should have this right attitude. His desire and the earnestness of it come 
through very clearly at the beginning of this morning’s passage. It is the 
earnestness which we see first. Paul introduces his actual appeal to the 
Philippians with a long statement of the basis of his appeal – read 2:1-
2a. Paul conveys the earnestness of his appeal by a series of no less than 
four “if” clauses in v.1, then by a very personal basis for his appeal in v.2. 
Let’s look more closely at these five points:

 “if you have any encouragement from being united with 
Christ”  In Paul’s letters, one of his most frequent expressions 
concerning the Christian is that we are “in Christ”. That is the literal 
meaning of the Greek here, but the NIV correctly interprets it. If we are 
Christians, we are united with Christ, and it is that wonderful 
privilege which first of all should motivate us to respond positively to 
Paul’s appeal.

 “if any comfort from his love”  Secondly, to be a Christian is to 
know and find comfort in the love of Christ, the love shown especially 
in his death on the cross for us. This love of Christ should move us to 
respond positively to Paul’s appeal.

 “if any common sharing in the Spirit”  Thirdly, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to all Christians brings us into an intimate relationship both with 
God and with one another. 

 “if any tenderness and compassion”  The fourth basis for Paul’s 
appeal is two qualities which should exist in every Christian as a 
reflection of God’s tender compassion toward us in Jesus Christ. 

 “then make my joy complete”  On top of the four reasons which are
found in what it means to be a Christian, Paul puts forward a more 
personal reason. He has already declared his joy, his strong and 



continuing joy in Christ, but now he says that his joy will be even 
greater if they respond positively to his appeal to them. 
So what is Paul’s appeal? What is it that he so earnestly desires from 
the Philippians?

Being Like-Minded Read vv.2-4. This is Paul’s description of what he
desires for the church in Philippi. It can be divided into one 
characteristic of the church as a whole, and two characteristics of the 
people of the church individually. Verse 2 describes Paul’s desire for the
church as a whole – he wants it to be a church known for its unity. But 
how can we help our church to be unified? It is a good start if we desire
unity, and desire it as earnestly as Paul did for the Philippians. It is 
better still if we pray earnestly for it. But there is something further 
which we can do. We can behave, each one of us, in the way which Paul
describes in vv. 3 and 4. Verse 3 tells us that we need to behave with 
humility, and  verse 4 tells us that we need to behave unselfishly. 
These qualities are contagious. If we behave humbly and unselfishly, 
we influence others to do likewise, and we promote unity in our church.

Surely we would all agree that humility and unselfishness are 
valuable qualities. But it is one thing to agree in our heads, and 
another thing to transfer that agreement to our hearts and our hands. 
And Paul knows this. So he offers yet another reason, a particularly 
powerful one, for acting on what he says, and an inspiring example 
which should motivate us to act.

Jesus the Servant  Read v.5. The great passage which follows, one 
of the best-known passages in the NT, is put forward by Paul as the 
perfect model for Christian living. Paul is in effect saying to the 
Philippians , and to us also, something like this: “Think about what you 
know so well; think about Jesus, and what he has done; think about his 
servanthood. And remember that this is our Lord, whom we have sworn
to follow. Let us truly follow him then, let us follow his example.” And 
what do we see when we look at the example of Jesus Christ? We see 
the eternal Son of God, who shared the glory of God the Father, yet 
who chose to humble himself by becoming human. This is like a king 
choosing to be a servant, indeed choosing to become nothing more 
than a slave. But it is even more than that, much more than that! 
Consider:

 The glorious Son of God took upon himself human weakness and 
human limitation; the One who had known only fullness and 
perfection chose to experience hunger and thirst, tiredness and 
pain



 The Son of God became a servant in relation to the Father, 
willingly taking upon himself the obedience of a servant

 The Son of God went so far as to die, and to die by crucifixion – 
physically this was an agonising death and spiritually it cost more
than we can understand (think of Jesus in Gethsemane; think of 
Jesus’ cry from the cross: “my God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”)

And, strikingly, it is “therefore” that God the Father has exalted 
Jesus to the highest place, and will eventually cause every knee to 
bow to him as Lord. The Son chose to obey the Father, and to tread 
the path of humble, unselfish service. Therefore the Father has 
chosen to exalt the Son, to honour the Son’s willing servanthood.

Praising the Servant King No wonder that the first Christians 
sang praises to Christ! No wonder that Christians have continued to 
sing his praises down the centuries. It is right that we should sing 
his praises today. But the praise of our lips is not enough. When Paul
wrote these words, he was calling upon the Christians of Philippi to 
praise the Servant King with their lives. And so must we! We praise 
Christ best when we seek to live as he lived. 


