
ACCEPT ONE ANOTHER (Romans 15:1-13)

This morning I want to look at Romans 15:1-13, which includes the 
words of my title: “Accept one another”. But first I want to focus on Paul’s 
prayer for the Christians of Rome. Read Romans 15:5-6. I hope that 
you will all join me in praying like this for our church, for Eastwood Baptist 
Church. But if we make Paul’s prayer our model we also need to pay 
attention to what he says next.

“Accept One Another” Read 15:7. Note the Linking word “then”. And 
the Greek word could also be translated “therefore”. I think that Paul is 
saying, “If you want God to answer my prayer for you, if you want to be a 
people marked by a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ 
Jesus, then this is what you need to do – you need to ACCEPT ONE 
ANOTHER.”

What does it mean to “accept” one another? The Greek word means
literally to “take toward oneself”, and so to receive. But the clearest 
indication of Paul’s meaning is the phrase which follows: “just as Christ 
accepted you”. Jesus didn’t accept people by being silent about sinful 
behaviour, but he gave his time to people and even sat down to eat with 
people before they had repented. And he didn’t wait for any of us to put 
ourselves right with God before reaching out to us. Rather, as Paul has 
written earlier in this letter to the Romans, “while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us”. Jesus died on the cross for every one of us, to put us 
right with God. This sets a very high standard for our readiness to accept 
one another.

Another important thing to note is that Paul exhorts the Romans to 
do something, to take action, to “accept one another”. Often we focus not
on accepting others, but on being accepted; not on taking action, but 
having a nice feeling. We often evaluate our church, or any other group, 
on the basis of whether we feel accepted, or welcomed. And Paul is calling
upon each one of us to accept others. The exhortation is, of course, 
reciprocal in form (“one another”). But each one of us can only begin to 
respond to Paul’s exhortation by doing the accepting ourselves; we can’t 
control the initiative of others in accepting us.

Why We Must Accept One Another  And Paul’s call to accept others is 
not optional, not something we might do if we feel like doing it, or 
something we might eventually begin to do if we grow enough as 
Christians. Paul’s exhortation takes the form of an unqualified command – 
simply, “accept one another”. And it is supported by two powerful 
reasons. First: “just as Christ accepted you”. I have already suggested that
these words help us to understand what this acceptance is like. But it also 



tells us why we must do it. We can’t say that we value Christ’s 
acceptance of us, that we belong to Him and live our lives as His saved 
and accepted people, if we reject other people whom Christ has accepted.
And there is a second reason, to be found at the end of the verse: “in 
order to bring praise to God”. Do we want to bring praise to God? As 
people who have been accepted by Christ, we are God’s people, God’s 
children. So surely there can only be one answer to this question: “Yes, we
want to bring praise to God”.

If so, Paul is saying, then we must accept one another. Because 
every church which is an accepting community honours God. And 
whenever we withhold acceptance from one another, we withhold honour 
from God. When someone comes into a Christian community marked by a 
spirit of mutual acceptance, and by a readiness to welcome new people 
into that community, then that person is likely to perceive the presence of
God, and to give praise to God. One last point about this key verse. If 
the command to accept is unqualified, so is the expression “one another”. 
It implies: not some others; not even most others; but each and every 
other. It is an inclusive expression. And it is this feature of Romans 15:7 
which connects most strongly with Romans 15:1-13 as a whole.

Who are the “one another”?  As I’ve said, the expression “one 
another” is inclusive. For Paul’s original audience, it meant “all your fellow
believers in Rome”. But I think that Paul had particular Roman Christians 
especially in mind. We can see this if we look back to the beginning of our 
passage. Read 15:1-2. The terms “strong and “weak” hark back to 
Chapter Fourteen, and refer to significant differences of conviction among 
the Christians of Rome. Paul uses the word “strong” to identify Christians 
who greatly valued their freedom in Christ, and were impatient of what 
they saw as restrictive rules. And he uses the word “weak” to identify 
Christians who were more scrupulous, who believed that they honoured 
Christ by observing rules, particularly rules concerning the consumption of
food. Paul has, in fact, already used the language of acceptance in 
referring to these two groups. Read 14:3-4.

So what does this say to us? I believe that it says that we must not 
restrict our acceptance of fellow Christians according to agreement in our 
opinions. If we agree that Jesus Christ is Lord, then everything else is 
secondary to this central truth. It is comparatively easy to accept people 
when we agree with them. Our readiness to “accept one another” is 
tested when we disagree. And finally I want to look in the other direction 
in the passage. Where does Paul go next? Read vv.8-9. And he further 
supports his words from other OT passages in vv.10-12. Here Paul moves 
from differences of opinion to a much broader difference, which probably 



underlay many of the differences of opinion. The broad difference is the 
division between Jews and Gentiles. There was no division which caused 
the early church more difficulty than this one. There were Jewish 
Christians who believed that Gentiles must convert to Judaism in order to 
be fully accepted as brothers and sisters in Christ. And there were Gentile 
Christians who brought into the church the anti-Jewish prejudices which 
were common in the first century world. Both groups had to learn that 
“there is neither Jew nor Gentile in Christ”.

So what do we have to learn today? I believe that this passage says 
to us that we must accept all our fellow believers and welcome them, 
including those who are most different from us. It is these people who test
our readiness to accept all our brothers and sisters in Christ.


