
Eastwood Baptist (AM, 27/8/’17)   SHINING LIKE STARS      (Philippians 2:12-30)

Introduction This morning we come to our third passage in Philippians. The NIV 
divides this passage into two parts, and the longer of these is headed “Timothy and 
Epaphroditus”. So we might well get the impression that the majority of today’s message 
is about just two people. But this would be a misleading impression. The part which 
concerns Timothy and Epaphroditus is written by Paul to a number of believers, mostly 
unnamed believers, in Philippi, and it is their response that he is primarily interested in. 
So I want to look with you at vv.19-30, asking what the Philippians might have got out of
these verses, and hence what we might get out of them. Then I want to go back to vv. 12-
18 in the light of these later verses.
2:19-24 Paul’s Intention to Send Timothy Why does Paul write these words?  I think 
that it is partly because he wants to prepare the way for Timothy to be received well. But 
Paul’s commendation of T probably also has another purpose. When we look at the 
similarity of Paul’s language in vv.20-21 to that in v.4, I think that we can be confident 
that Paul is also putting Timothy forward as an example of the way he wants them to 
behave. So what could the Philippians have got out of these verses, and what can we get 
out of them? Most obviously, they would have understood that Paul was commending 
Timothy to them, and that he expected them to give T a good welcome. Such a welcome 
would have involved generous hospitality, respectful treatment and a readiness to 
cooperate with Timothy as he carried out Paul’s commission. We, in turn, can learn both 
from what Paul expected of the Philippians and the way he cared for Timothy himself. If 
Paul had been able to write a letter to our church, I’m sure he would have urged us to 
respect and support those whom we call to serve among us, whether as pastors or in other
roles. The Philippians could also have profited from what Paul says in these verses by 
responding positively to his putting forward T as a model of Christian faith and service. 
They could have recognized that he was someone who had learnt from the example of 
Jesus Christ, the very example that Paul had just put before them in vv.5-11. They could 
have decided to be like him in looking out for the interests of Jesus Christ ahead of their 
own, and in taking a genuine interest in the welfare of others. Once again, we can follow 
the Philippians by being prepared to imitate T.
2:25-30 Paul’s Immediate Sending of Epaphroditus Why does Paul write these words 
concerning E? In his case, Paul seems to be saying that he is sending him back 
immediately, almost certainly carrying this letter with him. At one level, the reason for 
this seems straightforward: E has been very ill, and has been distressed to be the cause of 
anxiety to his fellow believers in Philippi, and now he wants to go back home and see 
them all again. So Paul is sending him with his commendation. But why does Paul take 
so many words to deal with something straightforward. I think that E was concerned 
about what reception he would receive. He had been sent by the Christians of Philippi to 
minister to Paul in his imprisonment on their behalf, and he was now leaving Paul in 
order to return home. Might they not have felt that he had abandoned his post, that he had
come back without completing the task which they had assigned to him? So Paul writes 
in such a way as to support him in his return, to state strongly his appreciation of him and
to insist that the Philippians should not be critical of him, but welcome him joyfully and 
honour him. Again, what might the Philippians have got out of these verses, and what can
we get out of them? Hopefully, they would have been persuaded to welcome E in the 



manner which Paul requested. Hopefully, they would have seen that it would have been 
wrong to blame him for his early return. Rather than blaming him for not completing his 
task, they would welcome him warmly, and tell him how much they appreciated what he 
had done for Paul on their behalf, almost at the cost of his life. 

So what about us? Shouldn’t we take this as an exhortation not to be 
inappropriately critical of those who serve us or serve on our behalf? And positively, as 
an exhortation to be actively appreciative toward such people. The nearest parallel to the 
relationship between E and Philippi is where we as a church encourage people to go out 
from among us to serve or train for service. But the principle can be extended beyond 
missionaries. We need to be generous in our expressions of appreciation to those who 
serve among us. This certainly includes pastors, but is by no means restricted to them. 
When is the last time you spoke words of encouragement and appreciation to anyone who
serves in this church? In this regard, it is Paul who provides a model here (which is by no 
means to dismiss E as a model). Paul is a model in his warm expression of appreciation 
for E. Paul is a model in his sensitivity to the needs of E as he returns to Philippi. Paul is 
a model in giving his valuable support to E in this situation.
2:12-18 Shining Like Stars I want to finish by coming back to vv.12-18. Let us look at 
Paul’s exhortation of the Philippians in the light of the examples of Paul, Timothy and 
Epaphroditus (and, of course, the perfect example of Jesus in vv.5-11). And let us hear it 
as Paul’s message to us. I think that the core of what Paul wants the Philippians to be is 
the expression, “blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and 
depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the 
word of life”. At first glance, this looks like an awfully tall order, especially because of 
the heaping up of the words “blameless”, “pure” and “without fault”. So we need to think
carefully about these words. We need to interpret them in context and in the light of all 
Paul’s writings. Paul knew that he was writing to imperfect people, including Euodia and 
Syntyche (4:2).  And these words are linked with our being “children of God”, not perfect
people any more than children are perfect, but people whose lives show whom we belong
to, people whose lives are observably different from those of people who are not 
followers of Jesus Christ. Consequently I understand “blameless” as meaning that our 
lives do not provide grounds for those who do not yet have faith in Christ to “blame” us, 
to say with justice that our lives are not those of true children of God. As for the word 
“pure”, it literally means “unmixed”, so I think that it speaks of living lives which are 
consistently those of children of God, rather than veering between living as God’s 
children and living selfishly to please ourselves. Finally, the word translated “without 
fault” literally means without blemish, and was used in the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament of animals fit to be offered to God as sacrifices. So I think that here it speaks 
of lives fit to be living sacrifices to God (as in Romans 12:1), not absolutely perfect, but 
genuinely exhibiting the character of people who are children of God. We need to be 
people who are deeply grateful for God’s gift of salvation, and who are anxious to “work 
out” that salvation, to live as people whose lives belong to our Saviour God. We need to 
be people who realize what a wonderful privilege it is to be adopted by God as his 
children, and who desire our lives to reflect the character of God our Father. If we live 
like this, we shall indeed be like stars in the night sky, shining in the sight of everyone we
meet and holding out the word of life, the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ. 


