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Introduction My title this morning is taken from Habakkuk 3:18 – read. 
This is the climax of one of the greatest statements of faith to be found in 
the Bible (v.17). The word “yet” in v.18 completes a series of “though” 
clauses in v.17 – read. Habakkuk lists some of the main sources of food in
his day, and says that even if all of these fail, still he will rejoice in the 
LORD, his God. I want to suggest to you this morning that words like 
“though” and “yet” are characteristic of genuine faith in God. Genuine 
faith continues even when circumstances are against it. By contrast, the 
word “because” is characteristic of sight. Someone might say, “I rejoice in 
God because everything in my life is going well”. Or, “I believe that God is 
in charge because everything in the world is just how it should be”. But 
“faith” goes beyond “because”; faith is able to say “though” and “yet”. 
Even when appearances say “no” to trusting God, faith will say “yes”.

Habakkuk Said “Though” and “Yet” Habakkuk had this kind of faith, 
and his great statement of faith is preserved for us at the end of the book 
which bears his name. But these words of faith do come at the end. 
Habakkuk’s declaration of faith was not something which came easily for 
him, but rather it emerged out of his troubled questioning of God. At the 
beginning of the book Habakkuk cries out to God because of the violence 
and injustice which he sees all around him. Read 1:2-4. The language is 
not precise, but it looks as though Habakkuk is troubled by violence and 
injustice among God’s own people. Note particularly the words “the law is 
paralysed” in v.4. The middle part of Chapter One gives us God’s answer 
to Habakkuk – read 1:5-6. God says that he is going to use the 
Babylonians to bring judgment upon the unjust and violent people of 
Judah. Understandably, Habakkuk doesn’t find this answer very satisfying. 
So Chapter One ends with what the NIV entitles “Habakkuk’s Second 
Complaint” – read 1:12-13. Habakkuk seems to be complaining that God,
who is holy and eternal, is using people even more wicked than the Jews 
to carry out his judgment. I must say that I have much sympathy with 
Habakkuk. Nonetheless I am struck by his outspoken and confronting 
language toward God. And I am struck by the fact that God is prepared to 
answer him a second time. This says to me that God does not look for 
words of pious certainty when our hearts are troubled. God welcomes 
honest prayer, even when it is outspoken.  And what is God’s second 
answer? Essentially he tells Habakkuk to wait. He tells him that the 
Babylonians will also have to answer to God for their violence and 
injustice. Read 2:2-3,6b-8. But what is Habakkuk to do while he waits? 
The answer is to be found in a brief aside in v.4 – read. Habakkuk was to 
wait faithfully, or in faith. And it is such faith that he declares in Chapter 
Three, particularly in the climactic passage with which I began this 
sermon. And it is significant that the Apostle Paul quoted the words of 
Habakkuk 2:4, and applied them to the faith of the Christian. Surely we 



have even better reason than Habakkuk to put our faith in God. We have 
the better reason of Jesus Christ, of his life and death and resurrection. 
But, like Habakkuk, we still have to wait. We wait for a greater “end” and 
“appointed time”. Not just the fulfilment of God’s promise to judge the 
Babylonians, but for the final fulfilment of all God’s promises. The End with
a capital “E”. The Final Judgment. The triumphant return of Jesus Christ as 
King. Then, and only then, will all violence and injustice be swept away. In 
the meantime we must live by faith and not by sight. We must stand with 
Habakkuk. But not only with this one prophet.

Others Have Also Said “Though” There are other people in the Bible 
who have been ready to say the “though” of faith. Think of Job, to whom I 
have already referred. He wondered what God was doing, and he cried out
to God in pain. But he did cry out to God. He doubted many things, but he 
never doubted that God was a God to whom he could cry out. And there 
are many psalms which share the spirit of Job, psalms of lament which cry 
out to God. There are also psalms which share the spirit of the conclusion 
of Habakkuk, psalms like Psalm 46. There are New Testament examples 
too. Think of Mary, who was called upon to believe the unbelievable, to 
accept the word of the angel that she would conceive while still a virgin, 
and give birth to a child who would be called the Son of the Most High. 
Mary simply, but remarkably, responded, “I am the Lord’s servant – may it
be to me according to your word.” Or think of Paul. Paul was abused, and 
stoned, and imprisoned, but he continued to trust God. He would have 
readily understood the “though” and the “yet” of Habakkuk. And such 
faith has not finished with the completion of the Bible. Such faith has 
continued. Such faith must continue. I am sure that many of you can 
immediately think of people whom you have known, possibly people 
within this church. I can certainly think of people of faith here at Eastwood
Baptist Church. There are many such people, and their example is very 
helpful to the rest of us. But listing examples leaves a crucial question 
unanswered. Why should we share their faith? Why should we hold on to 
faith in God when our circumstances seem to be against it?

Why We Can Say “Though” Faith in God is not a leap in the dark. Even 
when circumstances seem to be against it. Faith in God rests on the 
foundation of God’s proven faithfulness. We can understand this if we 
think of parallels at a purely human level. Why does a child trust his or her
parents? Initially they have no choice, but over time a good parent 
strengthens that involuntary trust. So by the time the child does have a 
choice, he or she has been given more and more reason to have faith in a 
good parent. This is not restricted to children and parents. There are other
people whom most of us come to trust. Who do you think of when I say 
this? Possibly your doctor. Possibly a pastor. Possibly a counsellor. Possibly 
a mentor. Very likely a close friend whom you have known for many years.
In cases like these we normally begin cautiously, but if a person 
repeatedly proves to be trustworthy our trust gradually grows stronger. At 



first we look for evidence of trustworthiness, but sometimes we reach a 
point where we have such strong faith in the person that we require no 
further evidence. And sometimes our faith becomes so strong that we are 
prepared to trust a particular person even when the evidence seems to be
against it. This is the kind of faith which we should have in God. God has 
proved himself again and again in human history, most powerfully through
the person of Jesus Christ. And for many of us God’s faithfulness is also a 
matter of personal experience. Our God is trustworthy, and deserves to be
trusted, even when circumstances make this difficult.

Conclusion Let us make Habakkuk’s declaration of faith our own. Perhaps
for us it might sound like this. Though there is no fruit in the orchards and 
none in the fruit shops, though there is drought in the land and scarcity in 
the cities, though banks are no longer safe and jobs are insecure, yet we 
will rejoice in the LORD and be joyful in Jesus our Saviour.

In short: no matter what happens, we will rejoice in the Lord our God.


