
Eastwood Baptist Church (AM, 29/10/’17) REAFFIRMING THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 1:1-17)

Introduction If you had been in Wittenberg in what is now Germany on 
October 31st, 1517, you could have seen a man dressed as an Augustinian 
monk come up to the door of the castle church of Wittenberg and attach a
large document to the door. The document came to be known as “the 95 
Theses” and called for a debate regarding practices of the Church which 
Luther believed to be unbiblical and abuses of the Church’s authority. You 
probably would not have thought that what you had seen was very 
important, since this church door served as a public noticeboard and what
this man had done was a normal way of initiating public debate. Luther 
himself could not foresee the consequences of his action, and had no 
intention of leading a breakaway from the Catholic Church. A debate did 
take place, but the Church was unwilling to make any fundamental 
changes and Luther was unwilling to be silenced. From this apparently 
ordinary event flowed what became known as the Reformation, and many 
Christian groups came into being. On this Reformation Sunday we are 
recalling and reaffirming the biblical gospel, the principle of salvation by 
grace through faith which was the ruling idea of the Reformation. Hence 
my title this morning: Reaffirming the Gospel. And I have chosen to focus 
on Romans 1:1-17, a passage which climaxes with a verse which had a 
special place in the life of Martin Luther. I want to use that passage to 
remind us of the good news of salvation by grace through faith. But also 
to think about how we should reaffirm that gospel today, beginning with:-

Believing the Gospel Martin Luther looked back later in his life and saw 
the moment when he grasped the true meaning of Romans 1:17 and of 
the expression “the righteousness of God” as the moment of 
transformation when he understood and believed the gospel. Luther had 
thought of the righteousness of God as God’s perfect, holy righteousness, 
before which he always stood condemned as a sinner. But there came a 
day when he saw in Romans 1:17 a very different understanding. Read 
Romans 1:17. Luther realised that the righteousness of God in Romans 
1:17 was an active righteousness which, far from condemning sinners to 
death, provided a way of life for those who put their faith in Jesus Christ. 
In 1545 Luther wrote about this radical change in his understanding in this
way: Then I had the feeling that straight away I was born again, and had 
entered through open doors into Paradise itself. The whole Scripture 
revealed a different countenance to me. I then went through the whole 
Scripture in my memory and compared analogies in other expressions: for
example, the work of God, that is, what God works in us; the power of 
God, through which he makes us powerful, the wisdom of God, through 
which he makes us wise, the strength of God, the salvation of God, the 



glory of God. As I had hated the phrase “the righteousness of God” 
before, I now valued it with equal love, as the word which was sweetest to
me. Thus in truth this passage of Paul was the gate of Paradise for me.

This liberation came for Marin Luther when he really understood and
believed the gospel, believed with all his heart that God freely offered the 
gift of eternal life, that he was required not to make himself righteous in 
God’s sight, but simply to put his faith in Jesus Christ and what he had 
done, allowing God to see him as righteousness because of what Jesus 
Christ had done. For us no less than Luther, the first essential is to believe
the gospel. It is only here that the Christian life can begin, but this is also 
with such faith that the Christian life must continue. No matter how far 
along we are in the Christian life, we need to keep reaffirming that there is
nothing we can do to make ourselves worthy of God’s love and 
acceptance, that we rely on Jesus Christ, in whom we continue to put our 
faith. We can never put behind us the first essential of believing the 
gospel, but this does not mean there is nothing more to be said about the 
gospel. We need to speak also of:-

Living the Gospel Faith in Christ is an end. An end to enmity with God, 
an end to fear, and end to fruitless attempts to turn oneself into a 
righteous person. But it is also a beginning, the beginning of a new life 
with Jesus Christ as Lord and the Holy Spirit as enabler. There are a 
number of pointers to this truth in Romans 1:1-17. Read v.5  There is an 
obedience that comes from faith Read v.6  The Christian calling is not 
only to put our faith in Jesus Christ, but also to belong to Jesus Christ 
Read v.7  All those who are loved by God for the sake of Christ are also 
called to be “saints” – holy ones, people set apart by God for his purposes 
Read v.8  Their faith is reported all over the world – genuine faith always 
makes itself known in action, so that it as at least possible for it to be 
reported Read v.9  For Paul faith led to service, and so should it for all 
who have faith. We don’t strive to be saved, but we do strive because we 
have been saved. We strive to serve our Saviour and Lord, to commend 
his gospel by the way we live. But there is a third way in which we must 
reaffirm the gospel:-

Sharing the Gospel Paul was clearly committed to the task of sharing 
the gospel, and his dedication to that purpose shines through in our 
passage. Read v.1  Paul begins the letter to the Romans by identifying 
himself in these terms – he is a servant of Christ Jesus; he is an “apostle”, 
someone sent by God; and he has been set apart by god for the gospel 
Read v.5  Paul’s apostleship, which is God’s gracious gift, is a sending 
and a setting apart to share the gospel, to call people from among many 
nations to the obedience of faith Read vv.13-15  God has called Paul to 



scatter the good seed of the gospel, so as to reap a harvest of faith 
among many people, including the people of Rome. We need to appeal to 
Paul’s example with some care, however. Not every Christian is a Paul. Not
every Christian has the gifts which Paul had. Not every Christian is called 
to travel extensively to share the gospel. But every Christian has the same
relationship with the gospel which Paul had. In 1 Corinthians 9:17 he 
describes the gospel as a “stewardship” with which he has been 
entrusted. The gospel was not his possession, rather it belonged to God 
and he was entrusted with it. We may not be able to do some of things 
which Paul did, but we can treat the gospel as a sacred trust. And we can 
bear witness to what God has done in our lives by means of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

Conclusion Let us believe the gospel! Let us live the gospel! Let us share 
the gospel! Let us make Paul’s words in Romans 1:16 our own – read 
Romans 1:16.


