
Eastwood Baptist (3/12/’17) WAITING WITH EAGER PATIENCE (Reading:
Isaiah 9:1-7)

Introduction It’s the 3rd of December. It’s the first Sunday of Advent 
and we’ve got three weeks and one day to go until Christmas Day. What 
does this mean to you? Perhaps you’re thinking about beginning to shop 
for Christmas gifts. Or perhaps you’re thinking about beginning to get 
organised for Christmas Day, especially if you’re hosting celebrations at 
your place. If you still send Christmas greetings, whether it’s cards or 
emails or ‘phone calls, perhaps you’re thinking about getting started on 
these. Or perhaps what’s most noticeable in your house is a feeling of 
excitement. There is less excitement in our house than when (many years 
ago) we had children in the house. Talk about Megan and Adam’s 
growing excitement when young as Christmas approached, and 
Megan’s love in teenage years of dressing the Christmas tree. 
Recall own childhood excitement, especially Mum’s taking me 
into the city. I imagine that most of you, if not all of you, have memories 
like mine – memories of Christmas from when you were children, or 
memories connected with children and grandchildren. And as adults we 
often enjoy and appreciate Christmas most when we are able to share the 
enjoyment and excitement of children, especially young children. There is 
some similarity between this sharing of the experience of children and the
Christian celebration of Advent. We are able to deepen our celebration of 
Christmas by reliving the eager expectation of the Jewish people, as they 
awaited the coming of the Messiah.

Israel’s Eager Expectation In Egypt and in the wilderness, the people of
Israel looked forward to living in the Promised Land. But when that hope 
was realised, the reality proved disappointing, chiefly because of the 
Israelites’ own sinfulness, their failure to trust and obey the God who had 
led them into the Promised Land. So they shifted their hope. They decided
that what they needed was a king. Then when they had David as their 
king, and later his son Solomon, there was much to be happy about, 
although certainly still some things to be unhappy about. But they focused
on the good things, and expected great things from the future kings of 
David’s line. But this hope was also disappointed, firstly by division into 
two kingdoms after the death of Solomon, then by the repeated 
experience of bad kings and unhappy events. Godly Jews began to look 
more and more for God to do a new thing. Their hopes began to focus on a
wonderful king whom God would send, a king from David’s line but 
greater even than David. This eagerly awaited king they called the 
Messiah, the Anointed One. Our Bible reading this morning, Isaiah 9:1-7, is
a particularly striking example of this hope. God gave this word of 
hope through Isaiah at a time of great distress. Read Isaiah 8:19-9:1a. 
And Isaiah’s word of hope begins by addressing the people of the north, 
the people who have suffered most severely under Assyria’s oppression – 
read Isaiah 9:1b. It was those who suffered most under foreign 



domination who longed most fervently for the coming (the “advent”) of 
the Messiah. This was so at the time of the Assyrian empire, and it was so 
again at the time of the Roman empire, in the days immediately before 
the birth of Jesus. Isaiah’s word of hope was precious when it was first 
spoken, and it continued to be precious in the centuries between Isaiah 
and Jesus. For generation after generation, these were wonderful words. 
Read Isaiah 9:2-7. These are words about light in the midst of 
darkness. These are words about distress being replaced by joy. These are
words about victory. Even more, these are words about a child who will be 
born, who will be born to be a king. And not just any king, but a great king 
forever. A king who will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace. Perhaps we see the importance of 
the hope expressed in these words to godly Jews more clearly than 
anywhere else in the story of Simeon. Read Luke 2:25-32. For Simeon 
this was the climax of a lifetime of waiting: to take in his arms a six-week-
old baby, and praise the faithful God who had sent him. There is little for 
Simeon to see, since the Messiah, the wonderful King who has been 
promised, is as yet just a baby. But in faith Simeon praises God. Simeon 
rejoices in the child whom God has given, even though he will not live to 
see this child grown into adulthood. Simeon rejoices in what God has done
so far, but he is still waiting for more. And in this he is like us as 
Christians.

Rejoicing but Still Waiting We, of course, know much more than 
Simeon about what God has done through the Messiah, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. We know about the adult life of Jesus through what is 
recorded in the Gospels. We know about Jesus’ death on the Cross for us, 
and about his rising from the dead. We have received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and experience fellowship with other followers of Jesus. And yet we 
still wait for the perfection of God’s work through the person of Jesus, for 
God’s perfecting both of us and of his damaged universe. As Christians, 
we should be people who “wait with eager patience”. I have taken this 
strange-sounding expression from Paul’s words in Romans 8:25 – read. In 
the original Greek, Paul combines the easily-translated word hupomonē, in
English “patience”, with the more challenging word apekdechomai. The 
NIV translates this as “wait for”, but the Greek is stronger than this, more 
literally something like “eagerly expect”. The NIV catches the effect of the
Greek more successfully in v.19 – read. What does Paul mean by this 
surprising combination of words? How is it possible to be both eager and 
patient at the same time? He means, I believe, that the truly Christian way
to live is in hope, in longing for the perfect future which only the 
triumphant return of Jesus Christ will bring. But this longing, this waiting, 
is not to be marked by impatience or uncertainty. It is to be marked by 
confidence in God and a readiness to wait for God’s perfect timing. As 
Christians we should have both the eagerness of young children looking 
forward to Christmas and the patience of mature adults who have 



experienced many Christmases. Those of us who are fortunate as adults 
to share anticipation of Christmas with young children should be able to 
understand this combination of contrasting feelings.As Christians we 
should not become so used to the hope which we have in Christ that we 
lose our eagerness and excitement. But we should at the same time be 
patient, because we know what God has already done. Like Isaiah, we can 
have confidence not in what we might do, but in what God will do. Like 
Isaiah, we can say, “The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.” 
Meanwhile, our rejoicing, even our rejoicing during the season of Advent 
and on Christmas Day itself, is always tinged with sorrow, sorrow  which 
springs from being sinful people living in a world damaged by sin. Living 
as such people in such a world, we need to remember what God is yet to 
accomplish. Read Romans 8:22-25. But we can wait with patience as 
well as eagerness because God has already given us so much, and 
because God’s final perfect victory is assured. Read Romans 8:35-39. 
Let us rejoice in what God has already done, and let us wait with eager 
patience for what God has yet to do. We should be eager because what 
we wait for is so wonderful, but patient because God’s promise is utterly 
reliable. And we should rejoice because nothing in all creation can 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord!


