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(Romans 8:18-27; 2 Corinthians 5:1-5)

Introduction G.K.Chesterton defined hope as “the power of being 
cheerful in circumstances which we know to be desperate”. Such a power 
is available to every Christian because the Holy Spirit, who indwells every 
Christian, is the Spirit of hope.

Firstfruits and Guarantee The Holy Spirit is never actually given the 
title “Spirit of hope” in the New Testament. But Paul does give the Holy 
Spirit two names which strongly link the Holy Spirit with Christian hope. 
The first of these occurs in the first of this morning’s two Bible reading – 
read Romans 8:22-24a. This idea of “firstfruits” comes from the 
harvest, and probably also from the language of Old Testament sacrifices. 
The word refers to the early part of the harvest, which carries the promise 
of the full harvest yet to come. As I suggested two weeks ago, this 
conveys that God’s gift of the Holy Spirit is a foretaste for Christians in this
life of the full harvest of all God’s blessings which we will receive when 
Jesus Christ comes again as triumphant King. But the term was 
particularly used of the early part of the harvest as what God’s Old 
Covenant people were required to bring as an offering to God, an 
acknowledgment that the whole harvest actually belonged to God as 
Creator and Lord of the harvest. So I think that Paul is also referring to 
this. If so, then the roles are reversed – God is offering the firstfruits to his 
New Covenant people, not as what he is required to do, but as his free, 
gracious gift. God is assuring us by the firstfuits of the Spirit that the full 
and perfect harvest of eternity will be ours as well. Paul uses the second 
name on three occasions, one of which is in this morning’s second Bible 
reading – read 2 Corinthians 5:4-5. Here Paul is using a commercial 
metaphor: the Holy Spirit is like a deposit or down payment, which serves 
as demonstration of good faith, a guarantee that the full payment will 
eventually be made. In our day such a deposit is normally a sum of 
money, but in Paul’s day it was often a material item, such as a cloak. It 
could even be a person, as we see in Genesis 44, where Judah offers 
himself to Joseph (before he reveals his identity) in place of Benjamin as a 
guarantee of the brothers’ good faith. God is with all those who belong to 
Jesus in the person of the Holy Spirit and this presence guarantees us that
we will eventually enjoy the full and perfect presence of the triune God in 
eternity. In short, we can say that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of hope 
because he makes it possible here and now for Christians to begin to 
experience something what we will fully experience when Christ returns. 
This morning I want to explore just three aspects of this.



Fellowship with God The perfection of our fellowship is something for 
which we must wait. As Paul expresses it in 1 Corinthians 13:12, “Now we 
see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face”. 
Incidentally, the NIV’s choice of the word “poor” is probably misleading – 
Paul’s point in his use of the metaphor of a mirror is more likely that a 
mirror allows only an indirect and partial view.

Even so, our vision of God here and now is definitely less than what 
we will enjoy in eternity. But it is like it, as a mirror image is like what it 
reflects. The Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to begin to experience 
fellowship with God in this life. Let’s go back to Romans 8 – read Romans
8:26-27. Our ability to speak to God, to have fellowship with God in 
prayer, is an imperfect ability, but the Holy Spirit takes hold of our 
imperfect groaning and transforms it. When we struggle to find words for 
the prayers of our hearts, we can be sure that the Holy Spirit transforms 
our struggle and turns it into the most eloquent of prayers. And when we 
are lifted up to be aware of God’s presence, we can rejoice that the Holy 
Spirit is giving us a foretaste of our fellowship with God in eternity.

Growth in Christlikeness Once again, the perfection of our own selves, 
our being just like Christ, is part of our hope as Christians, the fulfilment of
which awaits Christ’s Second Coming. Read 1 John 3:1-2. But, as with 
our fellowship with God, our growth in Christlikeness can begin here and 
now. John himself goes on to say this in the next verse – read 1 John 3:3.
My conviction is that we should not expect to reach the goal of perfect 
Christlikeness in this earthly life, but that is not a reason to be content 
with the degree of Christlikeness which we have reached. We should be 
like Paul, who pressed on eagerly towards that goal – read Philippians 
3:12-14.

Victory in the Midst of Struggle Yet again, total victory, the wiping 
away of every tear, an end to every evil and every sorrow, is something 
reserved for the End, for Christ’s triumphant return. But we can begin to 
experience something of the final victory now. It is not that the Holy Spirit 
makes everything easy for the Christian. Indeed, in one way the Spirit 
makes things harder, because the presence of the Spirit of God within us 
makes us more sensitive to sin, more aware of the struggle between our 
human weakness and the holiness of God’s Spirit in our own lives, and of 
the battle between God and Satan in the world around us. But God does 
fill us through the Holy Spirit with a power far greater than our own, a 
power to face every circumstance with confidence – read Philippians 
4:12-13.



Conclusion So what does all this say to us? I believe that it says that 
Christians should be full of hope, that we should live this life strengthened 
and sustained by a vision of our final goal. And I believe that it says that 
the Holy Spirit is with us right now, so that our hope is not purely 
something of the future. The Christian should live a life of anticipation, in
the strong sense of that word – not just thinking about what lies ahead but
already experiencing it in the liveliness of our expectation. It is like 
someone about to go on a wonderful trip, who doesn’t merely note the 
itinerary but goes over the travel brochures with great excitement. If we 
remember our Christian hope and we remember what we already have 
through the Holy Spirit, we should live the Christian life with dedication 
and joy. We should be diligently reading our Bibles and praying. We should
be asking the Holy Spirit to enable us to grow in Christlikeness. We should 
be joining with our fellow Christians in fellowship and worship, anticipating
the perfected fellowship and worship which will be ours one day.


