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Introduction This morning is a special occasion. It is special because 
every time a group of Christians gathers is special. Every time this 
congregation meets is special. It is special because the Holy Spirit is 
present, the Holy Spirit who doesn’t have to say farewell. The presence of 
the Holy Spirit makes every Christian gathering special, because of who 
He is. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God. So where the Holy Spirit is 
present, God is present. Indeed, the presence of God within the life of 
every Christian church makes every church sacred, a holy fellowship of 
God’s people. This is what Paul is trying to impress upon the Christians of 
Corinth in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 – read.

The Church: God’s Sacred Temple These verses have sometimes 
been interpreted as teaching the same things as 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 
that the Holy Spirit indwells every individual Christian. But these verses 
are teaching something distinct from that, although related to it. This is 
clear because it is addressed to all the Corinthians in the plural (“you 
yourselves”) but the word “temple” is singular. All the Corinthian believers
together make up one temple within which God’s Spirit dwells. It is also 
clear because of the context. This chapter is not about the individual 
Christian life. It is about the shared life of Christians within the church, and
the importance of unity within the church. So what difference does it make
to us if we understand this biblical truth concerning every church?

First, it means that every local church is holy, is sacred. Most 
importantly for us, that Eastwood Baptist Church is holy. Paul knew that if 
he could get the Christians of Corinth to understand this, to grasp it 
clearly and firmly, that it would make a great difference to how they 
behaved within their life together as a church. This is true for every local 
church. In the case of the Corinthians, Paul used the language of 
“temple” with the confidence that they knew all about temples, and the 
sacredness of temples. By now they probably knew about the importance 
of the temple in Jerusalem to the Jews. Certainly they understood about 
pagan temples in Corinth. If they entered one of these, they would treat it 
with respect, even though they didn’t worship there. But temples are not 
part of our everyday experience, so we need to look for parallels. For 
many of us, the closest we can get might be our own home. Burglary feels
like personal violation. Or if you have been to the War Memorial in 
Canberra, you may have experienced a similar, although certainly lesser 
feeling to what first century people felt about temples. If we really 
believe that our church is sacred, that it is God’s temple because Holy 
Spirit dwells within it, then we will behave accordingly. In particular, we 
will do nothing to damage the unity and harmony of our fellowship. This is 
the practical implication which Paul particularly wants the divided church 
of Corinth to get hold of. Read 1 Corinthians 1:10. But it is also helpful 
to focus on the word “Spirit”. Both the Greek and Hebrew words translated
as “spirit” also meant “breath” or “wind”. So for Jews and Greek-speaking 



Christians, the idea of “spirit” was closely associated with life and with 
power. Therefore the Spirit of God was readily thought of as bringing the 
life-giving power of the Creator God into the lives of God’s people, both 
individually and when they gathered together. So this church, like every 
church, is the sacred dwelling place of the Holy Spirit of God. Not the 
building, but the congregation which use the building. This should cause 
us to treat our congregation, the people of this church, with reverence, 
working always for its unity and harmony. 

 But when we do remember our church is God’s temple and act 
accordingly, then this truth should fill us with joy and confidence. The life-
giving power of the Creator God is at work in this church, so we should 
expect God to do great things in the life of this church. Our vision for this 
church should not be restricted by our own individual limitations, but be 
expanded by the power of God to work through all of us united as his 
servants. The potential of every church is nowhere better illustrated than 
in Luke’s record of the early church. It is no accident that the Holy Spirit is 
mentioned again and again in the Book of Acts.

The Church: Full of Life and Power (in Acts) The life of the church 
begins with the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit. Read Acts 2:1-4. 
And the empowering and directing work of the Spirit is repeatedly 
apparent at important moments in the life of the early church. Not long 
after the events recorded in Acts 2, the Jerusalem church faced its first 
major crisis in the form of a dispute between the Greek-speaking Jewish 
Christians and the Aramaic-speaking Jewish Christians over the 
distribution of food. It is not stated in so many words, but I am sure that 
we can see the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the wise and creative 
solution which was found by the church’s leaders and congregation. It is 
stated that they chose seven men who were “full of the Spirit” to take 
charge of the distribution of food. Then one of these seven steps forward 
into an even more prominent role, as he is empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
That man, of course, is Stephen, who is described by Luke as “a man full 
of God’s grace and power”. At first, despite Stephen’s powerful preaching,
this might seem not to have been a good thing for the church. Stephen 
provokes both his own execution and the vigorous persecution of other 
Christians by his outspoken preaching – read Acts 8:1-3. But the next 
verse reveals that these events actually assist the spread of the gospel – 
read Acts 8:4. And we are told plainly that Philip, another one of the 
seven who had been entrusted with the distribution of food and among 
those scattered by the persecution, is directed by the Holy Spirit – read 
Acts 8:5,29,39-40. And the role of the Holy Spirit is noted by Luke at 
several later crucial moments: it is the Holy Spirit who directs the Antioch 
church to send out Paul and Barnabas as missionaries – read Acts 13:2

 It is the Holy Spirit who guides the leaders gathered in Jerusalem 
when a great controversy over circumcision threaten the unity and 



harmony of the total Christian community (Acts 15:28); it is the 
Holy Spirit who directs Paul and his companions to take the gospel 
into Europe (Acts 16:6-10)

The Church: Full of Life and Power (Today) There is no reason to 
doubt that the Holy Spirit is willing and able to direct and empower 
churches today. This doesn’t mean that we should expect to face no 
difficulties, or make no mistakes. It is not hard to see from the New 
Testament that the early church did not avoid these things. But it does 
mean that we have reason for confidence. If we remember that the Spirit 
of God is in our midst, and if we together pray for the Spirit’s guidance, 
and if we are willing to be directed wherever God wants us to go, then the 
Holy Spirit will direct and empower us. God is no less powerful and no less 
faithful in the twenty-first century than he was in the first.


