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CELEBRATING IN SONG

Introduction

How do you like to celebrate? Do you have a celebratory meal? Do 
you go out to a place you like? Do you get together with people you love? 
Does your celebration perhaps involve singing or other music? For many 
people, especially Christians, it does. Tell story of choir performance 
for my early 70th birthday celebration.

And it is not only at good times that people are helped by singing 
and songs. Talk about hymns in Aged Care Facilities, and Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer singing hymns in prison, like Paul and Silas.

Songs and Music at Christmas

Singing, then, is not just for the good times, but there are times 
which are especially good times for singing and other music. And 
Christmas is certainly one of those times.  More generally, carols are an 
essential part of Christmas for many people, and not only Christians. Think
of the great numbers of people who attend open air carols, while many 
more watch carols on TV. This fits well with one detail of the Christmas 
story in the Gospels. Read Luke 2:13-14.

We often remember this as the angels singing (e.g. “Hark the Herald
Angels Sing”), but Luke doesn’t actually say that they sang. Strictly, he 
just says that they praised God. But they may well have sung the words 
recorded by Luke, and singing is a good way of giving greater emotional 
power to our praise of God.

Songs and Music in the Life of Faith

Christmas is not the only time for praising God, and it is not the only
time when singing and music are valuable in the life of faith. Think of the 
Psalms, which have often been set to music. They are full of references to 
singing and music. I did a search in a concordance and found 65 
references to singing and 53 references to various musical instruments, 
and I’m sure I missed some. Some psalms give great prominence to 
singing and other music. You have heard one such Psalm read aloud 
(Psalm 98), and I’d like to read another – read Psalm 150.

There are fewer references in the New Testament, but there are 
some significant ones. Paul twice includes singing in his exhortation to 
Christians to live well together. Here’s the instance in Ephesians (the other
is in Colossians) – read Ephesians 5:15-20. Interestingly, Paul seems to 
see singing as directed both toward God in praise and thanksgiving, and 
toward one another to help one another to live a life full of the power of 
the Holy Spirit.



And songs and music feature in one of the visions of heaven in the 
Book of Revelation. Read Revelation 5:7-13. So literal music, and 
especially singing, is important in the life of faith. But I want to conclude 
by turning to the level of metaphor.

Music and Singing as Metaphor

I speak now as a poor singer, and there are bound to be a few here 
who are like me. The fact that I can’t carry a tune handicaps my 
enjoyment of singing in church. To those like me, I say: “Don’t let this stop 
you.” Join in as fully as you can, although it is probably a good idea not to 
sing loudly. Enjoy listening to those who sing and play music well. But also
look beyond your present experience. I believe that in heaven we will all 
be able to sing without restraint. And I believe that singing, especially 
singing together, is a metaphor for something even larger in the life of 
faith.

I love films and TV programs about choirs. I remember a contest 
between choirs on TV, and the Choir of Hard Knocks. I also remember a 
documentary entitled “Outback Choir”, about a woman who travels 
around isolated schools in Australia in order to create a children’s choir. I 
enjoy the music, but even more I enjoy seeing what happens in people’s 
lives. And it seems to me that 1 Corinthians 12 could be rewritten using 
the metaphor of a choir. In a choir different voices come together to 
create something new and beautiful. This is precisely what happens when 
followers of Jesus Christ come together to serve him and to encourage one
another.

So let us join together to praise Jesus Christ by the way we live. May
our individual lives be songs of praise, and may our shared life be like the 
harmonious praise of a well-trained choir.


