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Eastwood Baptist (25/12/’17)

THE GOOD NEWS OF CHRISTMAS

(Luke 2:8-20)

Introduction

Happy Christmas! Happy Christmas today! But I’d also like you to 
think back to past happy Christmases. What memories come to mind? An 
especially lovely present which you received? A present which you gave, 
and which was received with obvious excitement? A Christmas when you 
were surrounded by all the people whom you loved most?

If you’re like me, you have plenty of memories from which to 
choose. Talk about Christmas when I was given a table tennis 
table, and about our twins’ first Christmas.

If I could give every one of you a turn, I’m sure that we would hear 
some great Christmas stories. But I don’t think anyone could beat the 
story which the shepherds had to tell about the first Christmas ever.

Good News of Great Joy (Luke 2:8-14)

Their story begins quietly enough. Read 2:8. These were ordinary 
men doing an ordinary job, doing what they did on many nights of the 
year. Then something far from ordinary happened. Read 2:9. This was no 
pretty Christmas card situation. It was like the strange and awe-inspiring 
occasions in the Old Testament when an angel of God appeared. The 
wonderful but terrible glory of God shone around the shepherds, the 
brilliant light of God’s presence made visible, and the shepherds were 
terrified.

Therefore the angel told them not to be afraid, but he said more 
than that. He said, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord.” The Jewish people had been waiting for years, 
indeed centuries, for the Messiah, the great king whom God was going to 
send. So this was indeed good news of great joy. But not for the Jewish 
people only. Jesus came to be Saviour and Lord not for Jews only but for all
people, bringing forgiveness of sins and eternal life for every person who 
put their faith in him.

But the angel’s next words were rather strange – read 2:12. What 
were they going to see? A mighty warrior? A king on a throne? No, they 
were going to see a baby. And not a baby in a golden crib in a palace, but 
the child of poor parents lying in the place where animals ate. This was 
not what they expected of the Messiah, but it was a pointer to what God 
was doing. Jesus didn’t bypass babyhood to go straight to triumphant 
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adulthood – he experienced fully a real human life. And he didn’t live a life
of wealth and privilege – he lived a life of humble service, and ended up 
dying the death of a criminal.

Yet there was another dimension to Jesus’ birth – read 2:13-14. 
Jesus was fully human, but he was also truly divine. He was laid in a 
manger, where he would have looked like a poor and undistinguished 
child. But his birth was celebrated by a great company of angels. Jesus 
came to live a life of humble service, but he also came to heal the 
incurable, and drive out demons, and command storms to be still. He 
came to die on the cross, but he also came to rise from the dead.

Acting on the Good News (Luke 2:15-20)

Good news is meant to be acted on. It is good news to be told that 
there are lots of presents under the Christmas tree with your name on. But
that news is not of much value until you go and open your presents. It is 
good news if you hear that something which you really want to buy is on 
sale at the Boxing Day sales at a huge discount. But this is only valuable 
to you if you go out and buy that discounted item. So it was with the good 
news of great joy which the shepherds heard, and so it still is with the 
good news of Jesus.

So let’s look at how the shepherds and others acted on the good 
news. Read 2:15-16. The shepherds didn’t just hear – they went to see. If
you have heard about Jesus, but not yet come to believe in him, then you 
need to go and see. You need to read his story in the Bible. You need to go
and spend time with people who believe in Jesus. You need to ask God to 
open your eyes to see him.

But the shepherds hadn’t finished acting when they had gone and 
seen. Read 2:17-18. They then went and spread the word; they told 
other people about what they had seen and heard. Those of us who have 
not only heard about Jesus but put our faith in him as Saviour and Lord 
need to act as the shepherds acted. We need to share the good news with 
other people.

And then there is Mary. Read 2:19. Mary may not have looked as 
though she was doing anything, but she was doing something very 
valuable. She was treasuring up what she had seen and heard in her 
heart; she was pondering the significance of what she had experienced. 
And this is a good thing for us to do each Christmas, and at other times as
well. We may have heard the good news of Jesus many times, but we need
to avoid letting ourselves stop thinking about it and stop treasuring it. We 
need to keep coming back to this good news afresh, and keep thanking 
God for it.

And finally, back to the shepherds again. Read 2:20. The shepherds
praised God for his good news. And that’s something we can do right now.
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But not only now, not only at Christmas. We can praise him with our 
speech again and again. We can praise him with our songs whenever we 
have the opportunity. And we can praise God with our lives all the time, 
with lives lived in obedience to Jesus Christ as Lord.


