
Eastwood Baptist (AM, 31/12/’17) GO FORWARD WITH GOD (Message 
from Deuteronomy)

Introduction Here we are at the last day of 2017, on the verge of 
starting a new year. I’m not sure how significant this calendar event is to 
you. Probably many of you will see the New Year in tonight, but some of 
you probably won’t. Some of you may make New Year’s resolutions, but 
others almost certainly won’t. Regardless of these differences, however, 
there is some social significance in the beginning of a new calendar year. 
In Australia, in particular, there is a pause between the normal activities of
one year and the resumption of these activities after the Australia Day 
holiday. This is true of churches as well as other organisations, including to
a great extent of Eastwood Baptist Church. And most of us individually 
think about the year ahead at some point in January. So this morning is a 
good occasion to think about what the Bible says to us as we are about to 
begin a new year. Specifically, I have in mind the Book of Deuteronomy.

Then and Now The Book of Deuteronomy records what Moses had to say
to the people of Israel a short time before his own death, and a short time 
before the people of Israel entered the Promised Land under the 
leadership of Joshua. In a few words, we can summarise what Moses had 
to say as this: “Go in and take possession of the land which God has 
prepared for you – go forward with God.” But Moses spoke these words in 
approximately 1250 BC, which is a very long time ago. And the world of 
Moses and of ancient Israel was very different from our world in many 
ways. So can the words of Moses so long ago be words for us at the end of
2017 AD? The answer to this question is an emphatic “YES”. One reason 
for this is that Deuteronomy contains some material which is obviously 
timeless. A good example is the commandment which Jesus called “the 
first and greatest commandment” – read Deuteronomy 6:5. And the 
Book of Deuteronomy as a whole is a book about God. Not primarily a 
book about Moses, or the land of Canaan, or the 13th century BC, but a 
book about God, who is eternal and unchanging. Read Deuteronomy 
10:17-18. But there is another reason, and perhaps an even better one. 
The reason is that Moses himself was addressing a very similar question to
ours, a question about the relevance of the past for the present and the 
future. The people of Israel who stood at the borders of the land of Canaan
in about 1250 BC were troubled by the same nagging doubt which 
troubles many people today. They were asking themselves, “Does the 
mighty God, who did wonderful things in the past, still do wonderful things
today?” In their case, it was only forty years since God had done 
wonderful things to bring them out of slavery in Egypt. Only forty years 
since the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea. But forty years is a long 
time in a person’s life, and they had spent that forty years in the desert. 



So they wondered: “Are we ever going to stop wandering in the desert? Is 
God really going to give us the promised land of Canaan?” So Moses 
reminded them of what God had done in the past. Not only to bring them 
out of Egypt, but also to keep them alive in the desert. Read 
Deuteronomy 2:7. And he told them that God, who had been faithful for 
the past forty years, was still faithful now. So they could be confident 
about the future. Read Deuteronomy 3:21-22. And Moses taught them 
that the great moment of Mount Sinai belonged to them at this time as 
much as to those who had been there. He taught them that the 
commandments of Sinai were their commandments, and the covenant of 
Sinai was their covenant. Read Deuteronomy 5:1-3. This is also the
way we are meant to read the Bible today. God is not locked up in the 
past, but is the great and faithful God of all times, including our time. 
When we read in the Bible about God’s power and faithfulness in the past,
this should give us confidence for the present and the future. More 
specifically, the Book of Deuteronomy says two clear things to us as we 
are about to go into 2018.

“Go forward with confidence” When the people of Israel listened to 
Moses in 1250 BC, they had reason to be worried about the future. They 
had heard stories of strongly fortified cities and of giants in the land which
they were about to enter. They must have been worried that they would 
not be able to conquer this land. Moses didn’t make light of the challenges
which they faced. Rather he acknowledged them, but set over against 
them the faithfulness of a mighty God. Read Deuteronomy 8:2-4; 9:1-
3. I think that we can understand how the people of Israel felt. None of us 
knows what 2018 has in store, and there are certainly things to worry 
about. There are uncertainties faced by our world as a whole, and 
Australia in particular. There are uncertainties which we face as a church. 
There are uncertainties faced by many of us as individuals. And there is 
for all of us the essential uncertainty of human existence. None of us 
knows what tomorrow will bring. BUT OUR GOD IS NOT UNCERTAIN! If we 
go into the unknown year putting our trust in God, we trust someone who 
will not be surprised or overwhelmed by what happens. And someone who
will not let us down.

“Go forward together” Again and again in the Bible, the call to 
remember God is accompanied by the call to remember other people. And
so it is with the Book of Deuteronomy.  When Moses spoke to the people of
Israel, some of them had already taken possession of land on the eastern 
side of the Jordan River, but most of them had yet to occupy their territory
on the western side. And Moses called upon those who had already taken 
possession of their territory to send warriors to fight alongside their fellow 
Israelites. Read Deuteronomy 3:18-20. The Book of Joshua records that



they did as Moses commanded. As people who belong to the same church,
we will find ourselves in similar circumstances this year. Some of us will 
endure sickness, while others will be healthy throughout the year; some of
us will experience the death of a person close to us, while others will not; 
some of us will face stressful changes in our life, while others will not. 
Therefore it is important that we stand together this year, that we make a 
commitment to support and encourage one another. Read Hebrews 
13:1,3. But I have left out a verse – read Hebrews 13:2. It is right for us
to have a special concern for those close to us – for our family, our friends,
our church family. But we should not stop there. We should also share 
what we have learnt about God’s love with other people, even with 
strangers.

Conclusion I can’t say what’s going to happen to any one of us this year. 
But I can tell you that our loving eternal God is willing and able to get us 
through whatever happens. So go forward with confidence into the year 
ahead. Go forward with God, and with one another.


