
 

Eastwood Baptist (AM, 27/1/’19): “LORD, TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?” 

(John 6:60-71) 

Life is full of decisions to be made, and questions to be answered.  But only 

occasionally do we face really big decisions, really big questions. What’s the biggest 

question you’ve ever had to answer? I’m sure that it couldn’t have been any bigger 

than the question which Jesus asked the Twelve in today’s Bible reading. Jesus asked 

them: “You don’t want to leave too, do you?” He asked this question because many of 

his other disciples had decided not to follow Jesus any more. This morning I want to 

look at the different responses to Jesus which are recorded in this passage. 

The Disciples Who Turned Back First, I want to look at the disciples named in 

v.66: “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.” 

What was “this time”? Why did they turn back? This was a time shortly after the 

occasion when Jesus fed a crowd of about five thousand with five barley loaves and 

two fish, and the pieces left over filled twelve baskets. A remarkable miracle, 

certainly. And surely a reason to continue to follow Jesus, rather than a reason for 

turning back? So why did they turn back so soon afterward? The answer is to be 

found in the record of Jesus’ teaching between the time of the miracle and the time of 

their leaving him. Having fed them in this miraculous way, Jesus now tells them that 

he is himself  “the Bread of Life”. He tells them that, just as God had sent manna in 

the wilderness to keep people alive, now God has sent Jesus to give people eternal 

life. He tells them that they must put their faith in him in order to receive that eternal 

life. He tells them that he alone truly knows God the Father, and that he alone can 

give them eternal life in the presence of God the Father. And it is this teaching that is 

the problem. We see this in v.60: “On hearing it, many of his disciples said, ‘This is a 

hard teaching – who can accept it?’”  Why was it hard? Because it was difficult to 

understand? It probably was difficult to understand, but this was not a reason to turn 

away from Jesus. This was a reason to stay with him, and learn more. It was hard 

because Jesus claimed so much for himself, and demanded so much from them. He 

claimed to be the Son of God, having a unique relationship with God as Father. He 

claimed to be able to give the gift of eternal life. He demanded that they rely entirely 

on him for that eternal life. He demanded that they go on relying entirely on him, just 

as we go on relying on food and drink every day of our lives. This was too much for 

them. They knew that Jesus was a good teacher. They even knew that he performed 

miracles. But they also knew that he had grown up in Nazareth, in the family of 

Joseph the carpenter. How could he also be the Son of God? How could he demand so 

much of them? It was too much. It was too hard. So they turned back. It was like a 

marriage which ends in divorce. The man and the woman pledge themselves to each 

other, and intend to stay together for their whole lives. And for a time things go fairly 

well, and they continue together as husband and wife. But then a time comes when 

things get hard. And one or the other decides to turn back, to give up on the marriage. 

And the marriage is over. Or you might even think of a close friendship. Sometimes 

people say to each other, “We’ll be friends forever.” And they really mean it. Perhaps 

some of you have a friend or friends like that. But sometimes things change. It might 

be that one of the friends discovers that the other friend expects far more from the 

relationship than he or she is willing to give. And the friendship comes to an end. So 

it was with these people who had been called disciples. They discovered that Jesus 

expected more of disciples than they were willing to give. So they turned back.  They 

turned away from Jesus. And their discipleship was over. 

 



Peter, Who Kept Going So Jesus asked his question of the Twelve. “You do not 

want to leave too, do you?” And Peter answered on behalf of them all.  “Lord,” he 

said, “to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know 

that you are the Holy One of God.” Peter did not turn back. Peter did not cease to 

follow Jesus. Peter continued to be a disciple. Why was this? Why was it that he heard 

the same teaching as those who turned back, but he didn’t turn back. I think that we 

can see the answer in his words. Read John 6:68-69. First, he was prepared to 

recognise Jesus as Lord. He had probably found some of Jesus’ words hard too, but he 

didn’t turn away. He remembered that he had committed himself as Jesus’ disciple, 

and he was loyal to his commitment. He continued to acknowledge Jesus as Lord. 

Second, he accepted Jesus’ words. Jesus said that he could give the gift of eternal life, 

and Peter believed him. Peter believed that Jesus’ words were words of eternal life. 

And third, he accepted Jesus himself. He accepted Jesus as “the Holy One of God.” 

By using this title, he was probably saying that he believed that Jesus was the 

Messiah. But he may have been saying even more. He may have been saying that he 

believed that Jesus was who he claimed to be. That he believed that Jesus was the 

Bread of Life. That he believed that Jesus was the Son of God. That he believed that 

Jesus was the only one who truly knew God the Father, and truly revealed him. And 

finally there is his question: “to whom shall we go?” This sounds to me like a cry 

from the heart. A cry of love. Peter simply can’t imagine a life without Jesus as his 

Lord and master. And I can’t either. Peter’s words to Jesus are among my favourite 

words in the Bible. They express what I want to say to Jesus myself in times of doubt 

and difficulty. And I used to be puzzled that John didn’t finish the chapter with these 

words. But he didn’t, and I think that he has a good reason. 

 

Judas, Who had Nothing to Say Read John 6:70-71. Why does John add these 

words about Judas. Because Jesus had something to say about him at this point, 

certainly. But I also think that it serves a purpose in John’s Gospel. I believe that John 

intended it to be a warning and a challenge to his readers. Remember that Peter was 

answering a question that Jesus had asked of the Twelve. So Peter was answering the 

question for the other eleven disciples as well as himself. And their silence might be 

taken to say that they all agreed, that Peter had succeeded in saying what they all 

wanted to say. These last two verses tell us that this was not so, that there was one of 

the Twelve for whom Peter was not really speaking. One who didn’t share Peter’s 

commitment to Jesus. One who would later on not only turn back, but even betray 

Jesus to his enemies. This is a good challenge for all of us as people who come to 

church. We come and sit among a crowd of Jesus’ disciples. And often someone 

speaks on behalf of all of us. Or we sing words written for us by someone else. This is 

a good thing to do. But doing it doesn’t make me a committed disciple.  We need to 

make the words spoken in church our own words. We need to think carefully about 

them, and ask ourselves whether we can say them for ourselves. If we can, we need to 

do this silently in our own hearts. And we need to be ready to declare ourselves to be 

followers of Jesus when we are not at church. Especially, we need to do this in front 

of our non-Christian friends. We need to make sure that we stand with Peter, and not 

with Judas. 

 

Standing with Peter   I want to encourage you this morning to stand with Peter. I 

want to encourage you to make his words your words. “Lord, to whom shall I go? 

You have the words of eternal life. I believe and know that you are the Holy One of 

God.” Are they your words also? If so, you can say so silently to Jesus right now. 



And you can go home and say them again in prayer. But there is one more thing. 

Having said the words, we also have to live them. This was so for Peter himself. 

The time came when Jesus had risen from the dead, and he said to Peter, “If you love 

me, then feed my sheep.” For Peter, being Jesus’ disciple meant being a pastor and 

teacher and preacher. What does it mean for you? Perhaps you’re not sure yet. Then 

are you willing to say to Jesus this morning, “I’m prepared to serve you in any way 

which you desire.” Perhaps you know and are doing it. Then this morning is a good 

time to commit yourself to continuing faithfully to serve your Lord. To commit 

yourself to never turning back. Or maybe there’s someone here who knows what 

Jesus wants, but is holding back. Perhaps you’re afraid. Perhaps you feel inadequate. 

If so, make this moment the moment to stop thinking about your fears, or your 

inadequacy. Think instead about Jesus, about his love for us, about his strength and 

sufficiency, about his death for us, about his victorious resurrection. And tell him that 

you are ready to put your trust in him, and do what he wants you to do. 
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