
Eastwood Baptist (PM, 17/2/’19) LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY (Luke 11:1-13) 

Message 1  Lord, teach us to pray (11:1-2) Let’s look first at the first verse, which I’ve 

already read aloud. The passage begins with Jesus praying. If we read the whole of Luke’s 

Gospel attentively, we will know that Jesus prayed frequently. This has clearly impressed 

Jesus’ disciples and it should impress us. If anyone could have afforded not to pray very 

often, surely it was Jesus. He was the Son of God, and enjoyed a unique relationship with 

God the Father. But he did pray frequently, so how much more do we need to pray. I don’t 

know whether the disciples thought about it like this, but they were impressed by Jesus, 

almost certainly by the character of his praying as well as its frequency. So they asked him 

to teach them to pray. This request, together with the reference to John’s having taught his 

disciples, strongly suggests that we should teach people to pray today, especially if we are 

parents or disciplers. Jesus responds by providing a model prayer, rather than a list of 

instructions. This suggests to me that we learn best how to pray by praying, and praying 

alongside others who are experienced in and committed to prayer. Jesus’ model prayer 

begins like this – read v.2. The prayer begins by addressing God as “Father”. Jesus’ disciples 

would have realised that this was a great privilege, to address the Creator of the universe 

and the God of Israel in this intimate way. We share this privilege, but often have become so 

used to it that we don’t properly value the privilege. The remainder of the verse continues 

to focus on God. We are invited to think about God’s holiness and his Kingship. Holiness, 

incidentally, embraces both the perfect righteousness of God and his immeasurable 

greatness. Jesus calls upon us to pray that God’s holiness and his kingship will be 

acknowledged by his human creatures. If, of course, we pray this sincerely, we must 

recognise his holiness and kingship ourselves. Such recognition will involve our whole lives 

but certainly it will begin in our prayers. 

Prayers of praise and thanksgiving 

 Message 2 Give, Forgive, Lead (11:3-4) In v.3 Jesus’ prayer moves on to petition, to asking 

God for things – read v.3. Here Jesus encourages us to ask God for things, and this will be 

reinforced in his teaching in verses 5 to 13, and we will focus more on this kind of prayer 

when we look at those verses. For the moment, we should note that we are to pray for 

“bread”, not riches, for what we need rather than what we might desire. And it is “daily 

bread” – we are meant to ask God for our needs each day, thus thinking of God as loving 

father and provider every day. Also it is “our daily bread” – this could be explained as 

reflecting an intention that this model of prayer is particularly intended for our praying 

together, but I think it is also meant to remind us to pray not only for ourselves but others 

as well.Then v.4 brings in further elements of healthy prayer – read v.4. We are to come 

before God in prayer with a consciousness that God is perfectly righteous and we are not. It 

is necessary, therefore, for us to confess that we have sinned and ask God for forgiveness. 

Here Jesus touches lightly on what must accompany sincere prayer for forgiveness, an 

aspect which he emphasises more strongly elsewhere. If we want God to forgive us, we 



must forgive others, not selectively according to our liking for people or the degree of their 

offence, but forgiving “everyone who sins against us”. Finally, we must confess our 

weakness as well as our sinfulness, asking for God’s help, asking him not to lead us into 

temptation. 

Prayers of confession and prayers seeking God’s help 

Message 3  Asking our Father boldly and trustingly We now come to Jesus’ teaching about 

prayer, specifically about asking God for things, and this comes initially in the form of one of 

Jesus’ daring stories – read 11:5-8. If Jesus hadn’t told this story, who among us would have 

dared to make it up? Jesus likens our asking God for our needs to a man asking a reluctant 

friend. Moreover, the friend is not only reluctant, but he has locked his door and gone to 

bed with his children. At first glance, this is an odd way of representing God in the story. 

This oddness is no doubt deliberate, and increases the impact of Jesus’ teaching. But how 

are we to apply it? God is not reluctant to help and he is not limited by a need for sleep. The 

only way to apply it is as a story which works by the method of “how much the more”. If 

even a reluctant friend who has gone to bed and does not want to be disturbed will 

eventually get up and help his friend in his hour of need, how much more will our loving 

Father God who never sleeps hear us when we turn to him in prayer. Then Jesus teaches 

more straightforwardly on the basis of the fatherhood of God – read 11:9-13. This section 

begins with strong words of encouragement. We are to “ask, seek and knock”; we are to ask 

God confidently for what we need. Jesus then supports this encouragement by comparing 

God with sinful human parents. If even we can normally be counted on to give good things 

to our children, how much more can we be confident that God will give us good things when 

we ask for them. The reverse case is not explored, but I think the language invites us to 

think about it. What if we ask for bad things, even though we think they are good? A good 

parent will not give a bad gift to his or her child just because the child asks for it. Imagine a 

child with a severe food allergy who demands a food which will cause serious illness – a 

good parent will not give in to such a demand. So it makes clear sense to understand Jesus 

as assuring us that God will withhold no good thing, but not that God will always give us 

what we think is good. Luke, unlike Matthew, specifies the gift of the Holy Spirit. This can be 

explained either as Luke interpreting the significance of the words recorded more literally 

by Matthew or as there being two occasions of Jesus teaching along these lines, with each 

Gospel writer recording a different occasion. Certainly both are true. We can be confident in 

general that God loves to give good gifts and in particular that God loves to give the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. The second need not be confined to the initial gift of the Spirit to someone 

who comes to faith in Jesus, but might well include the empowering of the Spirit at times of 

special need. We can trust God to empower us through his Holy Spirit when that is our 

need, but also to give us all kinds of good gifts when they are good for us. Therefore we 

should ask God with confidence, knowing that he will answer according to his wisdom and 

love.                Prayers of petition and intercession 


