
Eastwood Baptist (6pm, 10/2/’19) WHEN THEY CAME DOWN (Luke 9:37-62) 

Introduction Have you ever had a wonderful spiritual experience, then been brought back 

to earth by what happened soon after? I certainly have. This is how it was for three of Jesus’ 

disciples at the time covered by this evening’s passage (Luke 9:37-62). If we look back to the 

first half of this chapter of Luke, we see that Peter, John and James have had a wonderful 

series of experiences. Jesus has sent out the Twelve, and they have acted under his 

authority, preaching the gospel with power and healing many people. When they have 

returned with joy and excitement, they have seen Jesus feed a great crowd of people with a 

few loaves and fish. Then Jesus has asked his great question – “Who do you say I am?” – and 

Peter has answered for all of them that he is God’s Anointed One, the Messiah. The disciples 

may have been sobered somewhat by Jesus’ next words, about what is going to happen in 

Jerusalem and about their own calling to deny themselves and follow Jesus, but I think that 

they were still probably on a spiritual high. Then, for these three disciples, came another 

great experience, what we call the Transfiguration. They climb a mountain with Jesus and 

see him shining with the glory of God, and they hear the voice of God saying, “This is my 

Son, whom I have chosen, listen to him.” Peter, John and James must have been gripped by 

a new certainty about who Jesus was, and felt a great sense of privilege to have been 

chosen to see what they have seen. But now they have to come down from the mountain. 

An Encounter with an Evil Spirit (Luke 9:37-43a) Read 9:37-41. Jesus and the three disciples 

come down from the mountain to be confronted with the failure of the other nine. We get 

some idea of how Jesus felt about it from the few words of v.41. It seems that he is 

disappointed, which implies that the disciples could have driven out the demon by acting 

under Jesus’ authority. But what would the reaction of Peter, John and James have been? 

Did they feel confident that they would have done better? If so, hopefully they felt 

sympathy for their fellow disciples. Or perhaps they had enough humility to suspect that 

they also would have failed. But Jesus, of course, doesn’t fail. Read 9:42-43a. Luke doesn’t 

tell us what this says to Jesus’ disciples, then and now, but Mark does in his record of this 

incident. When the disciples ask Jesus why they couldn’t drive out the evil spirit, he tells 

them that “this kind can come out only by prayer”. Jesus, as the Son of God, needed only to 

rebuke the evil spirit, but they needed, and we need, to turn to the Son of God in prayer in 

order to act with his authority. This is especially true if we face demons, but can be applied 

to whatever we do in Jesus’ name. Jesus then speaks again about his death. Read 9:43b-45. 

Jesus reminds them that his work as Messiah and Saviour will be done on the cross. But they 

are still not ready to hear this. And we are about to see how little they have understood 

about the way of Jesus. 

Learning about the Way of Jesus (9:46-50) We see this first in an argument among the 

disciples. Read 9:46-48. They have just heard Jesus say that his greatness will take him into 

betrayal and suffering and death. But they have not understood and been afraid to ask. So 

they argue with each other on the basis of their faulty understanding of greatness. Each of 



them wants to be more honoured than the others, to be second only to Jesus himself. But 

Jesus responds with a wonderful piece of “show and tell”. He takes a child, in a day when 

children had low status and little honour, and brings him to the place of honour, beside 

Jesus himself. And he tells the arguing disciples that they should not compete for high 

status, but welcome those of low status, such as this child. He tells them that his kind of 

greatness involves a humble readiness to accept the lowest place. But John, one of the 

three privileged to climb the mountain with Jesus, needs further correction. Read 9:49-50. 

He seems to have been offended by one outside the group who was driving out demons. He 

has tried to stop this outsider, because he is not one of them. He has not thought through 

what he has seen: he has not taken in that he is doing this in Jesus’ name, and that he is 

doing it successfully. The second is implied by the wording: he is said to have driven demons 

out, not just tried to drive them out. It is John who has “tried” to stop him, unsuccessfully it 

seems. Jesus rebukes John, and I believe that Jesus rebukes us whenever we demand that 

other servants of Jesus who act in Jesus’ name out of genuine faith in Jesus fit in with us, 

with the Christian group with which we identify. But the disciples have another lesson to 

learn from Jesus. 

Dealing with Opposition (9:51-56) The disciples encounter opposition from the residents of 

a Samaritan village. Read 9:51-53. We need to understand that hospitality toward travellers 

was a sacred obligation in that day, both for Samaritans and for Jews. But we need also to 

understand the hostility which many Samaritans and Jews felt toward one another. In this 

case Jesus and his disciples were known to be heading for Jerusalem, at a time when it 

would be assumed that they were going there to observe the Jewish feast of Passover. 

These circumstances would have increased any hostility toward Jews in this village. So how 

did James and John, this time two of the three disciples who were privileged to go with 

Jesus up the mountain, react to this hostility? Read 9:54-56. They reacted to hostility with 

hostility, and wanted Jesus’ authority for them to call down fire from heaven to destroy this 

village. They had seen Jesus act firmly against demons, and wrongly thought that this is how 

he would react to human opposition. But they were wrong, and Jesus rebuked them. We 

know from other passages in this Gospel and other Gospels, that Jesus reached out to 

Samaritans. It is the disciples whom Jesus rebuked. Similarly, Jesus calls us to love our 

enemies, looking for ways to share the gospel with them. 

False Followers (9:57-62) In the final passage for tonight, Jesus rebukes not actual disciples 

but would-be disciples whose claims of wanting to follow Jesus are diagnosed by Jesus as 

shallow and less than genuine. Read 9:57-62. The first of these would-be disciples speaks 

impressive words, saying that he is willing to follow Jesus wherever he goes. But Jesus can 

see into his heart, and knows that he is not ready to turn words into action. So Jesus 

confronts the man with the cost of following him wherever he goes. We are not told how he 

responds, but the silence at this point, together with Jesus’ words in v.62, conveys that what 

Jesus says is enough to make him reconsider his bold words. The other two are not silent 

but make excuses for putting off following Jesus to a later time. The excuses are plausible in 



their culture, but in context they are nonetheless excuses. It is significant that neither man 

declares a definite period of time needed for carrying out their family duties. They are not 

genuinely committed to following Jesus when these duties are done, but are providing 

themselves with an open-ended excuse for not actually following Jesus at all. Hence Jesus’ 

stern responses. And the second of these looks as though it has more general application 

than merely to the third of these men, or even all three. Read 9:62 again. 

Conclusion Jesus expects us as his disciples to keep on following him. Jesus wants us to go 

on following him. And he wants us to go on learning from him. He wants us to learn what 

true greatness is; he wants us to learn how to react to rivals; he wants us to learn about 

loving our enemies. He wants us to continue learning what it means to follow him, and he 

wants us to act on what we learn. 


