
Eastwood Baptist (AM,7/4/’19) THE SON OF GOD TAKES THE CUP (Luke 22:7-30, 39-46) 

Introduction  What is the most memorable meal you’ve ever shared? I suspect that it might 

not be easy to pick just one. For most of us as Australians, Christmas is probably the annual 

celebration where shared meals are most frequently memorable. For a first century Jew, 

their most frequently memorable celebratory meal would have been Passover. And for 

Jesus’ inner group of disciples, their most memorable Passover meal would almost certainly 

have been the meal described in Luke 22, the meal which we call “The Last Supper”. 

Preparing for Passover (22:7-13) Luke’s account of the preparation by Jesus and his disciples 

to share this memorable meal emphasises that it was a Passover celebration. He uses the 

term “the day of Unleavened Bread” at the beginning of his account, immediately followed 

by mentioning the sacrifice of “the Passover Lamb”. He then uses the term “Passover” four 

more times in the next eight verses. The Festival of Unleavened Bread and Passover, 

incidentally, were always closely associated, but the precise use of the two terms varied. 

Luke seems to have viewed Passover as marking the beginning of the Festival of Unleavened 

Bread. But why does Luke emphasise the Passover setting, since it is generally agreed that 

Luke was writing mainly for Gentile Christians? I think that the answer is that we can’t fully 

appreciate either the Last Supper or the Lord’s Supper which flows from it without 

understanding their Passover background. At Passover, the Jews remembered (and indeed 

continue to remember) God’s saving work within their history, especially the great event of 

the Exodus, of God’s saving his people out of Egypt. So as Christians we need to remember 

that God’s work of salvation doesn’t begin with us – our God has always been a saving God, 

and his plan of salvation goes back to the beginning of time. In addition, there are several 

other features of Passover celebration which are instructive for Christians, particularly in 

relation to our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The Jews kept reminding themselves of the 

Exodus as the foundational event of their faith and their identity. As Christians, we need to 

keep reminding ourselves of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. An important part of 

the Jewish celebration of Passover was the sacrifice of the Passover lamb. This reminds us as 

Christians of the costliness of our salvation, that it required the death of our Saviour. Finally, 

the Passover meal was an occasion for fellowship, for celebrating a shared faith and a 

shared salvation. Again, this should be true of our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

 Celebrating the Last Supper (22:14-30) Luke’s account of the Last Supper is a particularly 

detailed one, and I have decided not to follow it through detail by detail, but to draw out 

Luke’s main emphases. Not surprisingly, one of Luke’s emphases is that the Last Supper 

pointed to the Cross. Read 22:15, 19-20. Jesus wanted his disciples to look forward to his 

death as well as back to the Exodus. For Luke’s readers and for us, that means looking back 

again and again to Jesus’ death for us, especially but not only when we celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper. It is right and good to remind ourselves repeatedly that Jesus died for us. Luke’s 

second emphasis may not be one we expect, but it is a strong one. It’s his emphasis on 

fellowship. Read and comment briefly on 22:14-15, 17, 21-23. It is precisely because the 

Christians of Corinth failed to respect this dimension of the Lord’s Supper that Paul so 

severely rebuked them in 1 Corinthians 11. Luke’s third emphasis is on discipleship. This 

emphasis is already present in the verses which we have just read (vv.21-23). Judas violates 



the bonds of fellowship, particularly table fellowship, in betraying Jesus. But he also violates 

the loyalty owed by a disciple to his master, and one dimension of the Lord’s Supper is that 

we reaffirm our commitment to Jesus as disciples when we celebrate it. But the failure of 

the other disciples, recorded in the next few verses, is also a failure of discipleship. Read 

22:24-27. On this very evening, Jesus had taught his disciples about servanthood by washing 

their feet. And he was about to go to die on the Cross, his supreme act as Suffering Servant. 

But they had failed to grasp the significance of these things. Rather than imitating Jesus, 

they were imitating the great people of their day. Rather than being glad to serve, they 

wanted to gain high status. To be a follower of Jesus means to imitate Jesus, not least in his 

readiness to serve. Finally, there is Luke’s emphasis on future fulfilment. Read 22:16, 18, 28-

30. The Last Supper was rich in meaning, and so is the Lord’s Supper, and we should try to 

remember this whenever we celebrate it, especially on Good Friday.  

 The Son of God Takes the Cup (22:39-46) We come finally to Luke’s account of 

Gethsemane, although he doesn’t use the name of the garden. As in the other accounts of 

this moment, we here see clearly the costliness of Jesus’ death for us, and we see both 

Jesus’ full humanity and his full obedience toward God the Father. And in Luke’s account 

particularly, we are reminded of the importance of prayer.  Read 22:39-41. Luke consistently 

portrays Jesus as the great man of prayer, both in his practice and in his teaching of his 

disciples.  Jesus gives us strong reasons to be people of prayer, both as a regular practice 

and as a source of strength in times of difficulty Read 22:42. Here is the heart of Jesus’ 

praying on the Mount of Olives. Luke doesn’t mention this, but Matthew and Mark tell us 

that Jesus prayed in this way on three separate occasions. And the heart of Jesus’ praying is 

Jesus’ heart. He cries out to the Father from his heart, declaring honestly that he doesn’t 

want to go to the Cross. But his heart is also full of love for the Father, and ready to obey. 

This is how we should pray, particularly in times of trial. We should tell God the truth about 

what we feel, but our goal should not be to bend God to our will. Rather, we should want to 

be bent to God’s will. Yet we won’t reach that goal by pretending to have arrived before we 

have. Read 22:43-44. It is at this point that Luke shows us most clearly the intensity of Jesus’ 

agony. And God the Father meets him in his agony. Not by taking away the cup of death on 

the cross, but by sending an angel to strengthen him. And not by taking away the need for 

prayer, but by strengthening him to pray even more earnestly. Read 22:45-46. Luke’s 

account of Gethsemane ends as it began with Jesus calling upon his disciples to pray. I think 

he meant two things. As the wording of v.40 suggests, we are to pray that we will not fall 

into temptation. We are to be humble enough to confess our weakness, and therefore not 

to declare our confidence about facing temptation, but to ask to be spared temptation. Yet, 

secondly, we are to realise that in this life we will sometimes face temptation. In realising 

this, we need to hold on to Paul’s promise in 1 Corinthians 10:13: “God is faithful, he will not 

let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.” And we can hold on to what we see here in 

Jesus’ experience. When God does allow us to be tempted, he will hear our cry for help and 

strengthen us to endure it. There is much that I could say at the end of this passage, but I 

have chosen to end where Luke ends. Let us resolve to be people of prayer. We must pray, 

because Jesus wants us to pray. We must pray, because Jesus himself prayed. We must 

pray, because we need it so badly. And because God strengthens those who pray. 


